
 
2018 Northwest Arkansas Workforce Summit 

 

8:30- Registration 

9:00- Welcome 
Perry Webb, Springdale Chamber  

9:15- Arkansas’ Focus on the Future 

Mike Preston is the Executive Director of the Arkansas Economic Development Commission and a leading advocate for economic 

development. Governor Hutchinson’s new government reorganization plan would move the AEDC and Workforce Services under a 

new Department of Commerce. Preston will share what the changes mean and potential benefits for employers going forward. 

9:45- Strategy for Success  

Mike Harvey is the COO of the Northwest Arkansas Council and self-proclaimed numbers nerd. Harvey works with employers and 

educators across Northwest Arkansas to improve workforce development. He’ll share the council’s new regional development 

strategy and its impact on workforce development efforts in our region. 

10:15- Break 

10:30- Student Work Experiences: Start ‘em Young 

Student work experiences, like internships, are recognized nationally as a best practice when it comes to workforce development. But 

not enough opportunities are available to young people in our area. Growing the number of student work experiences will be a 

priority for workforce developers. Hear from local employers already making strides in this area and learn from their experiences to 

develop student work experiences at your company. 

11:45- Lunch Keynote 

Richard Montañez is a VP of Multicultural Marketing at PepsiCo but that’s not what makes him special. It’s his drive to help others 

recognize what makes them unique and seize their opportunity. Montañez was working as a janitor when he invented Frito-Lay’s 

best-selling product. He’ll share his compelling story and insights into how our differences can drive success. 

1:00- Legislative Task Force 

Members of the Legislative Task Force on Workforce Education Excellence just wrapped up their year-long assignment of evaluating 

workforce training across Arkansas. What they learned and what changes they’ll be pushing for in the upcoming legislative session. 

 

1:45- Break 

2:00- Collaborating to Create a World-Class Workforce 

Dr. Angela Courage is an educator, consultant and motivational speaker focused on effective communication. We know 

communication between industry and education is vital, but it’s not always easy to build those connections. Dr. Courage will share 

ways to improve communication and collaboration, helping you leave the Summit with new connections. 


